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This article examines the impact of European integration processes on the structural modernization of Ukraine’s economy amid the full-scale war and postwar
recovery. The relevance of this study stems from the need to identify efficient mechanisms for transforming the national economy as integration with the Eu-
ropean Union deepens, while simultaneously overcoming the consequences of military aggression by the russian federation. Despite a significant number of
scholarly works on the issues of European integration, the comprehensive impact of European integration processes on structural changes in Ukraine’s economy
— taking into account institutional, digital, investment, and environmental factors — remains insufficiently explored. The aim of the study is to substantiate the
theoretical and methodological foundations and practical directions of the structural modernization of Ukraine’s economy in the context of European integra-
tion processes, as well as to identify priorities for State policy aimed at enhancing the competitiveness of the national economy. The methodological basis of the
work consists of methods of analysis and synthesis, systemic and comparative approaches, and the synthesis of scientific sources, statistical data, regulatory
acts, and the results of contemporary research in the field of European integration. The study found that European integration serves as a key driver of Ukraine’s
economic structural modernization through the harmonization of legislation with EU standards, the development of foreign trade, the attraction of investment,
the adoption of innovative technologies, and the strengthening of the State’s institutional capacity. It has been demonstrated that the full-scale war, despite
significant economic losses, the destruction of industrial infrastructure, and a decline in investment activity, simultaneously accelerated integration processes
and deepened Ukraine’s economic interaction with the European Union. Priority areas for structural transformation have been identified, including industrial
modernization, the development of a high-value-added agricultural sector, the digitalization of the economy, support for the IT sector, energy transition, and
the implementation of sustainable development principles. The necessity of adapting Ukrainian enterprises to EU requirements in the areas of decarbonization,
ESG criteria, and the CBAM mechanism is substantiated. It is also found that institutional weakness, corruption risks, demographic losses, and limited financial
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resources remain key barriers to modernization. The scientific novelty of the study lies in a comprehensive substantiation of the role of European integration as
a systemic factor in the structural modernization of Ukraine’s economy amid the ongoing war and postwar reconstruction. The practical value of these findings
lies in their potential application in shaping national economic policy, developing recovery strategies, adapting the national economy to EU standards, and set-
ting priorities for Ukraine’s long-term socioeconomic development.

Keywords: European integration; sustainable development; structural modernization; national economy; competitiveness; digital transformation; human capi-
tal; investment attractiveness; information technology.

Fig.: 1. Bibl.: 21.

Sheketa Yevheniia Yu. - PhD (Economics), Senior Lecturer of the Department of Management in Information Technology, Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian National
University (57 Shevchenka Str., lvano-Frankivsk, 76018, Ukraine)

E-mail: yevheniia.sheketa@cnu.edu.ua

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7182-9447

Kaziuka Nataliia P. - PhD (Economics), Associate Professor, Associate Professor of the Department of Management in Information Technology, Vasyl Stefanyk
Carpathian National University (57 Shevchenka Str., Ivano-Frankivsk, 76018, Ukraine)

E-mail: nataliia.kaziuka@cnu.edu.ua

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9440-7431

Humeniuk Volodymyr V. - D. Sc. (Economics), Professor, Professor of the Department of Economic Theory and Competition Policy, State University of Trade and
Economics (19 Kioto Str., Kyiv, 02156, Ukraine)

E-mail: v.humeniuk@knute.edu.ua

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8493-4470

Fenyn Viktoriia V. - Student, Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian National University (57 Shevchenka Str., Ivano-Frankivsk, 76018, Ukraine)

E-mail: viktoriia.fenyn.25@cnu.edu.ua

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0003-8982-8292

Yurkiv Anna V. - Student, Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian National University (57 Shevchenka Str., lvano-Frankivsk, 76018, Ukraine)

E-mail: anna.yurkiv.25@cnu.edu.ua

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0002-6534-9257

Y/IK 327, 339.92, 338.2
JEL: FO2; F15; 052, P33
Lllekema €. 10., Kaztoka H. 1., [ymeHtok B. B., ®eHuH B. B., IOpkie A. B. EepoinmezpayiliHi npoyecu Kk dpaiisep cmpykmypHoi
modepHizayii YkpaiHu

Y cmammi docnideHo 8nnus eapoiHmezpayiliHux npoyecie Ha cmpyKkmypHy MoOepHI3ayito eKoHOMIKU YKpaiHu 8 ymosax mosHoMacwmabHoi giliHu ma noeo-
€HHO20 8iOHOB/EHHA. AKMYanbHiCMb 00CAIOHEHHSA 3yMO8AeHA He0bXIOHICMIO BUSHAYEHHS eheKMUBHUX MeXAHI3Mie MPAHCGHOPMAYii HAYiOHANbHOT EKOHOMI-
Ku 8 ymosax noenubnerts iHmezpauii 0o Egponeticekozo Cotoy ma 00HO4ACH020 M0O0AAHHA HACAIOKiE BOEHHOI aepecii pocilicokoi hedepauii. Hessaxaroyu
Ha 3HGYHY KinbKicme HayKosux npayb i3 npobaem esponelicokoi iHMezpauii, HLOOCMAMHbLO PO3KPUMUM 30AUWAEMbCA KOMIEKCHUL 8naue egpoiHmezpa-
uyiliHux mpouecie Ha cMPYKMYpPHI 3MiHU 8 eKOHOMIUi YKPaiHU 3 ypaxye8aHHAM iHCmumyuiliHux, yugposux, iHeecmuyiliHux ma eKosno2ivyHux YuHHUKie. Memoro
00cnideHHs € 06rpyHMy8aHHA MeopemuKo-memo0oa02iYHUX 30¢ad i MPAKMUYHUX HANPAMI8 CMPYKMypPHOi MOOepHI3auii eKOHOMIKU YKpaiHu 8 KoHmeKkcmi
€8poiHMe2payitiHux Mpoyecie, a MaKox 8U3HAYEHHA Npiopumemie OepxasHoI MoAiMuKu w000 Mid8UWeHHA KOHKYPEHMOCTPOMOXHOCMI HAYIOHALHOI eKo-
HomiKku. Memodono2iyHot 0cHO80K pobomu cmanu Memoou aHanizy ma cuHmesy, cucmemHull i nopieHAbHuUl NiOXo0u, y3aeanbHeHHs HayKosux dxceper,
CMamucmuyHux 0aHUX, HOPMAMUBHO-NPABOBUX GKMIB i pe3yabmamig cy4acHux 0ocioxeHs y cgepi esponelicokoi iHmezpayii. ¥ pesyasmami docnioxeHHs
8CMAHOB/EHO, W0 E8POIHMEPAYA BUCMYNAE KAKY08UM Opalisepom cmpykmypHoi MoOepHi3ayii ekoHomiKu YKpaiHu Yepe3 2apMoHiayito 3aKkoHodascmea
3 Hopmamu EC, po38UMOK 308HIWHbOI mopaieni, 3any4eHHA iHeecmuyill, 8MPoBAOHEHHA iIHHOBAYIUIHUX mexHOono2ili ma nocuneHHa iHcmumyuyiliHoi crpo-
moxcHocmi depxasu. JosedeHo, Wwo nosHomacwmabHa eiliHa, nonpu 3Ha4Hi eKOHOMIYHI 8mpamu, pylHy8aHHA BUPOBHUYOT iHGPACMpPyKMypU ma cKopo-
YeHHA iHeecmuyitiHoi akmusHocMi, 800HOYAC MPUCKopUAa iHMe2payiliHi npoyecu ma no2aubuna exoHomivHy 83aemodito YkpaiHu 3 Esponelicekum Coro3om.
Bu3sHaYeHo npiopumemHi HaMPAMU CMPYKMypHOi mpaHcGopmauii, ceped aKux: MOOEPHI3ayis MPOMUCI080CMI, PO3BUMOK A2PaPHO20 CEKMOPA 3 BUCOKOI
dodaHoto sapmicmio, Yugposisayis ekoHomiku, midmpumka [T-2anysi, eHepeemMuyHa MPAHCOPMAYIA Ma BIPOBAOHEHHA MPUHYUIMIE CMAM020 PO3BUMKY.
06rpyHMosaHo HeobxidHicmb adanmayii ykpaiHcekux nidnpuemcme do sumoe EC y cihepi dexapboHizauii, ESG-kpumepiie ma mexariamy CBAM. Takox¢ scma-
HOB/1eHO, W0 KAK408uMU bap’epamu ModepHi3auyii 3aauwiarmscsa iHcmumyyiliHa cnabkicme, KopynuitiHi pusuku, demozpacivHi empamu ma obmexceHicms

thiHaHcosux pecypcie. Haykosa HOBU3HA 0C/iIOHEHHS M10A920€ 8 KOMIEKCHOMY 06I'DyHMYBAHHI PO €8POIHMeE2PAYi AK CUCMEMHO20 YUHHUKA CMPYKMYpPHOI

MoOepHi3ayii eKoHoMIKU YkpaiHu 8 ymosax eiliHu ma nosoeHHoi 8idbydosu. MPaKMUYHA YiHHICMb OMPUMAHUX pe3ynbmamig nons2ae 8 MOXIUBOCMI ix
BUKOPUCMAHHA Mi0 Yac GopMysaHHA OepHasHOI eKOHOMIYHOI MOAIMUKU, po3pobneHHa cmpameeili 8iOHOBAEHHSA, adanMauii HaYioHANbHOI eKoHOMIKU 00
cmaHoapmie €C i Bu3HaYeHHS npiopumemie 00820CMPOKOBO20 COUiA/bHO-EKOHOMIYHO20 PO3BUMKY YKpaiHU.

Kntouosi cnoea: espoinmezpayis; cmanuii po3gumok; cmpyKmypHa MoOepHI3ayis; HaYIOHANbHA eKOHOMIKA, KOHKYPEHMOCTPOMOXHICMb, Yuposa MpaHc-
thopmauis; modcekull Kaniman; iHeecmuyilina npusabausicme; iHopmayiliHi mexHosnoeil.

Puc.: 1. bibn.: 21.

LLlekema EszeHis FOpiieHa — KaHOUOAM eKOHOMIYHUX HAYK, cmapwuli 8UKNAOaY Kachedpu MeHeOHMeHMy 8 iHopmauiliHux mexHonozisx, KapnamceKuli Ha-
uioHansHull yHisepcumem imeri Bacuns Cmegauka (syn. LLlesyerka, 57, IsaHo-®patkiscek, 76018, Ykpaia)

E-mail: yevheniia.sheketa@cnu.edu.ua

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7182-9447

Kastoka Hamanis lMempieHa — KaHOUOam eKoHOMIYHUX HayK, doyeHm, doueHm Kagedpu meHedHmeHmy 8 iHpopmayiliHux mexHonoeisx, KapnamceKuli Ha-
uioHanbHull yHisepcumem imeHi Bacuns Cmeganuka (syn. LLlesyetka, 57, IsaHo-®patkiscek, 76018, Ykpaia)

E-mail: nataliia.kaziuka@cnu.edu.ua

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9440-7431

lymeHtok Bonodumup Bonodumuposuy — 0oOKMop eKOHOMIYHUX HayK, npogecop, npogecop Kaghedpu eKoHOMIYHOI meopii ma KoHKypeHmHoi noaimuku,
[LepxasHuli mopaosenbHo-ekoHomivHull yHieepcumem (8yn. Kiomo, 19, Kuis, 02156, Ykpaia)

E-mail: v.humeniuk@knute.edu.ua

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8493-4470

BIBHECIHOOPM N2 6_2026 59

www.business-inform.net

MI>XHAPOHI EKOHOMIYHI BIZHOCUHW

EKOHOMIKA



MI>XHAPOHI EKOHOMIYHI BIDHOCUHW

EKOHOMIKA

®eHuH Bikmopisa BacunieHa — cmydenmka, Kapnamcokuli HayioHansHul yHisepcumem imeni Bacuns Cmedaruka (8yn. Liesyerka, 57, lsaHo-®parKiecok,

76018, YkpaiHa)
E-mail: viktoriia.fenyn.25@cnu.edu.ua
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0003-8982-8292

IOpkie AHHa BacunieHa — cmydeHmka, Kapnamcekuli HayioHanbHull yHisepcumem imeHi Bacuns Cmedaruka (8yn. LLlesyerka, 57, IsaHo-@parkiecek, 76018,

YkpaiHa)
E-mail: anna.yurkiv.25@cnu.edu.ua
ORCID: https.//orcid.org/0009-0002-6534-9257

odern Ukraine is going through one of the

most challenging periods in its history. The

full-scale invasion by the russian federa-
tion in February 2022 radically altered the country’s
socioeconomic landscape. The result has been a sig-
nificant lag in GDP per capita, which is 8 to 12 times
lower than that of EU countries. European integration
processes are currently among the key priorities for
Ukraine’s development. Global changes are occurring
every second: the economy is growing, living stan-
dards are rising, and innovative technologies are be-
ing introduced, leading to a complete transformation
of society. Ukraine is actively striving to catch up with
the highly developed EU countries, despite today’s dif-
ficulties caused by the consequences of russia’s armed
aggression and the complex political situation.

According to M. Zveryakov, the structure of the
national economy is a dynamic system that is con-
stantly changing under the pressure of global tech-
nological revolutions, the reconfiguration of value
chains, and geopolitical transformations [18, p. 3]. V.
Zaliznyuk emphasizes that modernization requires
sectoral changes, increasing competitiveness through
the implementation of international quality and cor-
porate governance standards, which directly corre-
sponds to the requirements of European integration
[11, p. 5]. The priorities of structural transformation
should be mechanical engineering, pharmaceuticals,
the processing of agricultural products, and the IT
sector. Digitalization serves as a cross-cutting mecha-
nism for enhancing competitiveness across all sectors
(10, p. 102].

In the pursuit of sustainable development, posi-
tive changes are expected in the Ukrainian economy
as a result of European integration: Ukraine’s coop-
eration with the EU will help bring social conditions
in Ukraine closer to high European standards and
improve the standard of living and well-being of the
population [20, p. 498]. European integration is a com-
prehensive process that encompasses and reforms all
levels of the State system — from the political to the
legal. It is one of the highest priorities and is of para-
mount importance, as EU membership offers an in-
credibly wide range of prospects and opens up numer-
ous opportunities, such as access to the single market,
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attracting foreign investment, social protection, and
rights for citizens. And the main advantage will be the
guarantee of political and security stability. Integration
into the European space is no less crucial for the econ-
omy. The significance of this process has already been
convincingly demonstrated by the creation of a Deep
and Comprehensive Free Trade Area, which, since its
launch on January 1, 2016, has contributed to a more
than 1.5-fold increase in trade between Ukraine and
the EU and has made the EU Ukraine’s largest trading
partner [14, p. 528].

hensive Free Trade Area between Ukraine and the

European Union has had a significant positive im-
pact on Ukraine, as it has granted Ukrainian citizens
the right to visa-free travel to Member States since
June 2017, as well as substantial financial and credit
assistance from the EU [14, p. 525]. European inte-
gration processes stimulate reforms, the moderniza-
tion of the economic system, and the introduction of
modern technologies into various spheres of activity.
By choosing a European integration path, Ukraine has
gained additional incentives to modernize its econ-
omy, overcome technological backwardness, attract
foreign investment and innovative technologies, cre-
ate new jobs, enhance the competitiveness of goods
producers, and expand export opportunities, among
other things [1, p. 32].

The experience of Poland, the Baltic states, and
the Czech Republic convincingly demonstrates that
deeper structural transformations occurred when they
were underpinned by clear external requirements —
the conditions for EU membership. N. Gorin confirms
that the regions that joined in 2004 gained an average
of 23% in GDP per capita over the 15 years follow-
ing accession [8]. For Ukraine, European integration
serves not only as a source of resources but also as an
external moderator of structural changes.

The aim of this study is to substantiate the theo-
retical and methodological foundations and practical
directions of the structural modernization of Ukraine’s
economy in the context of European integration pro-
cesses amid the ongoing full-scale war. Russia’s full-
scale invasion has radically altered the conditions for

It is also worth noting that the Deep and Compre-

BIBHECIHOOPM N2 6_2026

www.business-inform.net




The EU's share of Ukraine's trade, %

80

70

0 —
50 /

0 L

30 /

20

10

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

2022 2023 2024*

=e= The EU's share of Ukraine's trade, %

2024* - Estimates for 2024 (January-November).
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Source: compiled by the authors based on [19].

Ukraine’s European integration, leading to the de-
struction of industrial infrastructure, a shift in trade
flows, and a sharp increase in defense spending. At the
same time, it has accelerated Ukraine’s rapprochement
with the EU in a way that would have been considered
unlikely just a few years ago. Since 2014, Ukraine’s eco-
nomic integration into the EU has taken place amid
russian aggression and the occupation of part of the
country’s territory, which poses significant risks to
socioeconomic development and hinders the stable
functioning of the national economy [13, p. 49]. The
armed aggression leads to the destruction of produc-
tion capacity, a decline in exports, and increased mac-
roeconomic instability, manifested, in particular, in the
intensification of inflationary pressures [13, p. 54].

Thanks to the removal of tariff and non-tariff
barriers and the reorientation of logistics toward the
West, the EU’s share of Ukraine’s total trade turnover
rose to 63.3% year-on-year in 2022 and to 78% in the
second quarter [13, p. 54]. At the same time, the au-
thors note that the security issue significantly hinders
the country’s investment attractiveness. O. Kindrat
analyzes how the synchronization of Ukraine’s power
grid with ENTSO-E in 2022 became a strategic step.
This step increased the reliability of energy supply and
opened up prospects for participation in the EU’s sin-
gle energy market [5].

According to the author N. Sinyura-Rostun,
martial law simultaneously exacerbated the crisis and
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intensified public demand for meaningful reforms and
integration with the democratic world [1, p. 34]. Faced
with the consequences of State weakness, society dem-
onstrated an unprecedented level of unity around the
ideas of reform and European integration. Thus, Eu-
ropean integration is taking place under the pressure
of two opposing forces: the destructive impact of the
war and accelerated convergence with the EU’s insti-
tutional framework. At the same time, alongside the
positive aspects of European integration for Ukraine,
there are also significant threats to economic security,
which have intensified considerably amid the full-scale
war. Furthermore, in the context of the war, Ukraine
is heavily dependent on external financial assistance
from the European Union and international partners,
which is critical for maintaining fiscal stability and en-
suring social payments.

he path toward European integration imposes

I fundamentally new requirements on the struc-
ture of production and exports. Another im-
portant aspect is improving product quality in line
with European standards and fostering a competi-
tive environment. Furthermore, integration into the
EU contributes to expanding opportunities for inter-
national trade. Since 2014, the European Union has
become Ukraine’s main partner in foreign economic
activity, which indicates the deepening integration of
the Ukrainian economy into the European market [16,
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p. 214]. The development of transport infrastructure
and logistics systems is a key prerequisite for Ukraine’s
integration into the European economic area and for
improving the efficiency of foreign trade [4].

In the agricultural sector, the introduction of a
Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA)
encourages improvements in product quality. I. Sagai-
dak, T. Chorna, O. Balahura emphasize that prepara-
tions for the “industrial visa-free regime” (The Agree-
ment on Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of
Industrial Products (ACAA)) are already prompting
industrial enterprises to review technical regulations
and implement new quality control procedures [2].
One of the most significant external factors is the
transformation of the EU’s energy sector: the share of
renewable sources in the Union’s overall energy mix
has risen from 34% in 2019 to 47% in 2024 [5]. The
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), set
to take effect in 2026, poses direct financial risks to
Ukrainian metallurgical and chemical enterprises —
ranging from 105 to 200 million euros in annual losses
without decarbonization. M. Harasymlyuk, M. Vo-
loshyn note that “green” financing and ESG criteria are
becoming an increasingly important tool for attracting
investment [7], and compliance with standards is turn-
ing into a real competitive advantage with the poten-
tial to increase profitability by up to 18%.

'I'he full-scale aggression has inflicted colos-

sal damage on Ukraine’s economy. Research-
ers note that the total volume of exports has
nearly halved. Prices for some metallurgical products
fell by two-thirds, and the naval blockade of the Black
and Azov Seas cut off transport routes for up to 90% of
grain exports [13, p. 53]. The shift in logistics toward
overland routes through the EU only partially offset
these losses. International rating agencies downgrad-
ed the country’s sovereign rating to pre-default levels,
which made it virtually impossible to attract private
foreign investment on market terms [13, p. 65]. The
vast majority of foreign companies put investment de-
cisions regarding Ukraine on hold until the security
situation stabilized.

N. Sinyura-Rostun notes a massive outflow of
skilled labor and the disruption of logistics chains [1,
p. 36]. Metallurgical complexes, chemical plants, and
machine-building factories in Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia,
and Kharkiv regions — areas that accounted for a signif-
icant share of industrial capacity — ceased operations
or were destroyed. Operating costs for enterprises
that continued to operate rose sharply: expenses for
security, backup power supplies, alternative logistics,
and insurance significantly reduced the profitability
and competitiveness of even those manufacturers that
were not directly affected by the hostilities. The loss
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of human capital will have long-term consequences
for growth potential that cannot be quickly offset. At
the same time, international support from the EU —
over 22 billion euros from March to November 2022 —
allowed the State to maintain its basic functions and
continue reforms [13, p. 55].

Institutional weakness is one of the most sys-
temic and, at the same time, the most difficult chal-
lenges to overcome on Ukraine’s path to the EU. Un-
like the material damage caused by the war, which can
be quantified and repaired with external financial sup-
port, institutional problems require long-term internal
changes. Ukraine’s European integration is impossible
without comprehensive anti-corruption and legal re-
forms. Ensuring transparency in public administra-
tion, reforming the judicial system, and establishing
the rule of law are of particular importance in this pro-
cess. It is the level of effectiveness of State institutions
that largely determines the speed at which Ukraine ap-
proaches European standards.

N. Gorin emphasizes a fundamental change in the
requirements for candidate countries: the EU has intro-
duced reversibility mechanisms — the ability to suspend
negotiations or funding in the event of a reversal of re-
forms [8]. Thus, Ukraine cannot afford to merely com-
ply with the requirements in a formal sense. M. Gudz
emphasizes that institutional backwardness reduces the
State’s ability to adapt and generate competitive advan-
tages [9]. The lack of efficient institutions to manage
technological changes — in the fields of Al, digitaliza-
tion, and cybersecurity — hinders adaptation to the re-
quirements of the EU’s Digital Single Market. N. Gorin
also draws attention to the “unanimity trap” within the
EU itself: individual Member States can block strategic
decisions through their veto power, making Ukraine’s
progress dependent not only on its own reforms but
also on the Union’s ability to reform its internal deci-
sion-making mechanisms [8]. The underdevelopment
of public-private partnership mechanisms due to leg-
islative uncertainty and bureaucratic obstacles signifi-
cantly limits the possibilities for attracting private capi-
tal to modernization projects [17, p. 33].

ne manifestation of a nation’s development is

the digitalization of the economy and the im-

plementation of modern innovations across
various sectors. The effectiveness of these technolo-
gies is clearly evident in the acceleration of the produc-
tion process, which inevitably leads to reduced costs,
maximized profits, and growth in GDP and national
wealth [10, p. 106]. The digital transformation of all
sectors of the economy will facilitate the production of
higher-quality goods and services at reduced costs [10,
p. 110]. This demonstrates the clear positive impact of
digitalization on Ukraine’s economic security.
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V. Zaliznyuk emphasizes that efficient integra-
tion into global markets requires the harmonization
of the legislative framework and the digitalization of
public administration as system-forming elements
[11]. M. Gudz explains that digital infrastructure and
cloud technologies facilitate the rapid exchange of in-
formation, reduce transaction costs, and expand op-
portunities for small and medium-sized enterprises to
participate in international markets [9]. Meanwhile,
Yu. Umanets and Ye. Babkova emphasize that digital
transformation is a prerequisite for participation in the
Fourth Industrial Revolution [10, p. 105].

The implementation of sustainable development
principles and innovative technologies in enterprises’
foreign economic activities contributes to increasing
the economy’s competitiveness and its adaptation to
European standards [6].

he European Union plays a significant role in

shaping modern approaches to digital trans-

formation and economic development. De-
veloped countries of the European Union are actively
integrating digital technologies into all spheres of pub-
lic life, which contributes to increasing the efficiency
of economic processes and ensuring their stability. In
particular, the European Commission has developed a
strategy for building a gigabit society, which involves
the development of high-speed internet connectiv-
ity, the rollout of 5G networks, and ensuring access
for households and socioeconomic actors to modern
digital infrastructure [10, p. 106]. Thus, the European
Union’s experience demonstrates that the develop-
ment of the digital economy is a key factor in ensuring
economic stability, increasing labor productivity, and
strengthening the economic security of nations.

M. Harasymlyuk, M. Voloshin argue that com-
pliance with ESG criteria and the EU’s “green” tax-
onomy opens access to green financing — sustainable
development bonds, preferential credit lines from the
EBRD and the EIB [7], transforming the green transi-
tion from a condition for EU membership into a source
of competitive advantages. Despite the challenging
conditions of wartime, Ukraine continues to pursue a
course of European integration and deepen its coop-
eration with the EU. The granting of EU candidate sta-
tus to the country marked an important historical step,
confirming the European community’s support for
Ukraine and opening up new prospects for economic
and political development. Granting Ukraine EU can-
didate status opens up broad opportunities for indus-
trial modernization, the development of new technolo-
gies, and the structural restructuring of the economy
[3]. Candidate status creates additional opportunities
for Ukraine to participate in joint European programs,
attract financial assistance, and integrate into the EU’s
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internal market. At the same time, this process requires
the continuation of reforms, the modernization of the
economy, and the ensuring of the stable functioning of
State institutions. As noted in the study, the challenges
currently arising in the process of Ukraine’s European
integration are not temporary [14, p. 533]. This means
that the current integration challenges are deep-rooted
and long-term in nature and require systemic changes.

Given the established trends in European in-
tegration and economic digital transformation, it is
particularly important to define the main direction
of its modernization. To this end, the Strategy was
created — an official long-term State plan that deter-
mines where and how the economy and other sectors
should develop over a specific period. The Strategy’s
further implementation is ensured through clearly
defined mechanisms for its execution within the ac-
tivities of government agencies. The Strategy serves
as the basis for ministries and other central executive
bodies when developing action plans, draft policy and
strategic documents, draft laws, and other legislative
acts [12, Art. 1]. In addition, its provisions are directly
incorporated into the planning of government activi-
ties: measures to implement the approaches outlined
in the Strategy for achieving strategic goals and cor-
responding objectives of State economic policy are in-
cluded in the activity plans of the Cabinet of Ministers
of Ukraine [12, Art. 1]. Thus, the Strategy serves as a
key instrument for coordinating and modernizing the
State’s economic policy.

nother fundamental means of modernization

is increased competition. It stimulates the

country to actively improve its economic sys-
tem and achieve the necessary level of development.
Ukraine must make appropriate efforts to deepen in-
tegration cooperation with the EU (and with its sup-
port) in order to make progress in creating modern
high-tech industries and to avoid the risks of further
deindustrialization and the entrenchment of the “raw
materials specialization” of its own economy [14,
p. 537]. In today’s conditions, economic moderniza-
tion is becoming one of the main prerequisites for
ensuring the country’s economic security. Traditional
economic models no longer meet the challenges
of a globalized world, as the economy’s reliance on
raw materials hinders technological development
and reduces the country’s competitiveness. Indeed,
Ukrainian researchers rightly point out the futility of
Ukraine’s passive stance toward the development of
its own industrial production and the fallacy of the
currently dominant approach to national economic
development, which relies solely on the country’s cur-
rent competitive advantages — cheap natural, land, and
labor resources [14, p. 531].

(o))
w
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'IV he study notes that the clear trend of deindus-
trialization in Ukraine, which has taken shape
in recent years, is a direct path to the “club”
of technologically and economically underdeveloped
countries with low competitiveness, leading in the op-
posite direction from developed Europe, which lives by
the values of the Fourth Industrial Revolution and sys-
tematically implements the “Industry 4.0” conception
[14, p. 531]. That is precisely why the modernization
of production and the technological upgrading of the
economy must become one of the key priorities of State
policy. Modernization also requires a clear structure
that complies with EU requirements and principles.
As noted in the study, the existing agrarian-raw mate-
rials and trade-intermediary sectors do not stimulate
the further transformation of Ukraine’s economy into
a more innovative one, with a significant share of the
processing industry and high added value [15, p. 97].

The first phase (until the cessation of active hos-
tilities) involves maintaining macroeconomic stabil-
ity, continuing reforms (particularly judicial and anti-
corruption reforms) even during wartime, integrating
Ukraine’s energy and transportation systems with
European networks, and actively participating in EU
technical assistance programs.

The second stage (the first 2-3 years after the
ceasefire) involves launching a large-scale physical
reconstruction program funded by European funds
(primarily the Ukraine Facility), private investments,
and confiscated russian assets. At this stage, the key
is not simply to restore what has been destroyed, but
to build according to new standards: energy efficiency,
inclusivity, digitalization, and environmental sustain-
ability. It is then that it will become clear how success-
fully Ukraine has used this “window of opportunity” to
leap into a technological future.

The third stage (3-7 years after the end of the
war) is a full-fledged accession negotiation process,
during which Ukraine will have to close all negotiation
chapters. The experience of the Baltic states shows that
this process can be accelerated if the candidate coun-
try demonstrates political will and technical capacity.
Finally, EU membership is not the finish line, but the
start of a new phase, when Ukraine will become not
only a recipient of aid but also a full-fledged partici-
pant in shaping European policy, particularly in the
areas of security, agriculture, and the digital market.

Ukraine has significant potential for adopting
cutting-edge technologies and implementing green
economy policies, as evidenced by the transformations
already underway in certain sectors of the national
economy [21]. Combined with the population’s high
innovative potential, this creates the conditions for the
country’s continued economic growth. Provided that
structural reforms are successfully implemented and

64

the necessary investments are attracted, Ukraine is ca-
pable of making a significant contribution to the de-
velopment of technology and innovation at the inter-
national level. The European Union is also interested
in Ukraine’s progress and can become a key partner
in unlocking its industrial potential, providing support
for economic development based on reliable security
mechanisms and the deterrence of external threats.

In 2025, preparations began for the development
of the European Union’s new Multiannual Financial
Framework for 2028—-2034. The European Parliament
plays a key role in this process, as it participates in
setting budgetary priorities, approving financial deci-
sions, and overseeing the use of EU funds. The new
budget is being formulated amid intensifying global
challenges, among which security issues, the green
transition of the economy, and accelerating digital de-
velopment are of particular importance.

he further expansion of the European Union
T requires additional financial resources and cre-

ates new challenges for European institutions.
At the same time, the integration of new Member
States opens up opportunities for strengthening eco-
nomic cooperation, developing joint projects, and cre-
ating additional benefits for both EU Member States
and candidate countries.

In recent years, the European Parliament has
consistently supported Ukraine’s European integra-
tion aspirations and facilitated deeper cooperation
between Ukrainian and European institutions. As the
representative body of the citizens of the European
Union, it remains a key player in processes aimed at
strengthening political dialogue, expanding econom-
ic partnership, and deepening social ties between
Ukraine and the EU. In the context of the new institu-
tional cycle, the European Parliament’s activities can
significantly influence Ukraine’s continued progress
toward European integration and help overcome the
challenges along this path.

So, despite all the challenges, tragedies, and de-
struction, this current period represents a historic op-
portunity for Ukraine to achieve what it has failed to
do over the past 30 years of independence: to build a
modern, innovative, and competitive economy, under-
pinned by strong institutions and united by European
values. The main task now is not to squander this op-
portunity, despite the fatigue, despair, and daily losses.

CONCLUSIONS

The study found that European integration cur-
rently plays a significant role in the structural modern-
ization of Ukraine’s economy. It creates new opportu-
nities for economic development by aligning legislation
with European standards, opening markets, attracting
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investment, and introducing modern technologies. At
the same time, the modernization process in Ukraine
is taking place amid the ongoing full-scale war. The
hostilities have caused significant economic losses, in-
frastructure destruction, and a reduction in the coun-
try’s labor force. However, it is precisely the war that
has strengthened support for the European course both
from Ukrainian society and from the European Union.
This creates additional conditions for accelerating re-
forms and deepening cooperation with the EU.

At the same time, there are a number of chal-
lenges that complicate the implementation of reforms.
These include military instability, limited financial re-
sources, and the inefficiency of certain government
mechanisms. Therefore, international support, at-
tracting investment, and developing a clear postwar
development strategy remain essential for the success-
ful modernization of the economy. It is important to
emphasize that without the active participation of the
business community, civil society, and local commu-
nities, no strategy will work — European integration
must become a shared endeavor of all Ukrainians, not
merely a task for central government bodies. Thus, Eu-
ropean integration is not only a foreign policy prior-
ity for Ukraine but also one of the key instruments of
economic change.

analysis of the specific mechanisms by which

individual industrial sectors adapt to European
technical regulations, as well as on studying successful
case studies of attracting European investment at the
regional level in Ukraine. Going forward, it is impor-
tant to examine exactly how European integration pro-
cesses influence the development of specific economic
sectors and regions of the country. Only a systematic
approach — combining macroeconomic stability with
microeconomic incentives and taking into account the
human dimension of these transformations — will al-
low Ukraine not only to make up for lost ground but
also to achieve the long-awaited breakthrough towards
full membership in the European Union. u

Future research should focus on an in-depth
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3aBep6Huii A. C., 3anisHa J1. B, Tpau M. fl. EKoHOMiKo-6e3neKOoBi acneKTn onTuMi3yBaHHA fOKYMeHTaNnbHO-
iHpopMmauiliHnX npoueciB MUTHOI AiANbHOCTI NIANPMEMCTB 32 YMOB EBPOIHTErpyBaHHA
Cmamma po3enadae npobaemu ma nepcnekmusu onMumi3y8aHHA O0KyMeHmManbHo-iHopmayiliHux npoyecie MumHoi disnbHoOCMi MidnpPUEMCME 3a MO8 €6-
poneliceKozo iHMe2py8aHHA YKPaiHU 3 ypaxy8aHHAM eKOHOMIKO-be3MeKo8o20 acnekmy. AKmyasnbHicme 00CaiOHeHHA 3yMo8/eHa HeObXIOHICMIo 2aPMOHI3y-
8GHHA MUMHUX poyedyp 3i cmaHdapmamu €gponeliceko2o Cor3y, MPUCKOPEHHA YUpPO8020 MPAHCHOPMYBAHHA MUMHO20 AOMIHICMPYBAHHS, Nid8ULeHHA
iHmeponepabenbHocmi iHopmayiliHux cucmem, mocusneHHs Kibepbe3sneku 8 ymoeax po3WwUpeHHs enekmpoHHo20 O00KyMeHMoobizy, MiXHapooH020 0bMiHy
daHumu. Memoto docnidxeHHs € 06rpyHMyB8aHHA meopemuko-memoduyHuX 3a¢ad i po3pobreHHsA HayKoBO-NPAKMUYHUX pekoMeHOayili wjo0o 800CKOHANEH-
HA 00KyMeHmasnbHo-iHhopmayiliHozo 3abe3nedeHHA MUMHOI OifbHOCMI WAAXOM YuhpoB0o20 iHMe2PYBAHHSA, ABMOMAMU3YBAHHS, PU3UK-OPIEHMOBAHO20
YnpasniHHA ma 8nposadxeHHs be3neKosux MexaHiamie. s 00cAzHeHHs Yiei Memu 3aCmocosaHo KOMMAEKC 302a/bHOHAYKOBUX i creyiansHUX memodie 00-
CAIOHEHHA, 30KPEMA aHAI3, CUHME3, MOPIBHAHHA, CUCMeMamu3auyito, y3a2a/1bHeHHA Ma MOOeI0BAHHA. 3a3HayeHi Memodu 0anu 3Mo2y 8UABUMU KNKHOBT
HedonliKu HaABHUX MUMHUX iHhopmayiliHux mpouecie i po3pobumu KomrnekcHy modenb ix ONMUMI3y8aHHA. Y 00C/iOHEeHHI 8USHAYEHO OCHOBHI BUKAUKU,
Wo 8MAUBaKIMb HA MPOYECU MUMH020 0oKymeHmoobiey, 30kpema 0ybatoeaHHA OoKymMeHmis, pazmeHmapHicme iHgopmayiliHux nomokis, Hedocmamwiti
pigeHb agMomMamu3ysaHHs, 0bmexeHy iHmeponepabensHicms Mixt KOPMOPAMUBHUMU Ma OePIagHUMU iHGOPMAYilIHUMU cuCMemMamu, a MaKoX 3pocmaH-
HA Kibep3aepo3. O6rpyHMOBAHO, WO Yi YUHHUKU 3HUMCYIOMb edhekmugHicmb npoyedyp MUmHo20 0gopMaeHHs, nidsulwytoms mpan3akyilivi gumpamu ma
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